100                         DANGEROUS  THOUGHTS

From the late palaeolithic onwards men collected glittering
objects such as meteorites and gold nuggets. Women painted
their eyelids with malachite in predynastic Egypt, and the practice
is believed to have led to the discovery of copper metallurgy.
To-day Bantu tribes use clay as a cosmetic, and in recent history
native chiefs have bartered away a mining concession for brass
bangles. Hence a case might be made for regarding adornment
of the person as a species need of Homo sapiens. We may assume
that this is true for argumentative usage. To clarify the illustration,
let us also make the unlikely assumption that mankind has a
universal craving for pearls as a means of satisfying it. It is quite
clear that the demand for pearls has two components. One is the
intrinsic appeal they exert as objects pleasing to the eye. The
other depends on knowing that they have monetary value. Its
existence is clearly shown by the fact that culture pearls can only
be distinguished from "real" ones by the use of laboratory tests.
Since at most a few dozen scientists in England can carry out
such tests, the price difference has nothing to do with intrinsic
appeal of the objects. The existence of culture pearls shows that
the supply side of the intrinsic preference does not lie beyond
the capacity of technical skill. The preference for real ones calls
for the service of the psychologist. His problem is how to educate
people to enjoy available sources of satisfaction undistracted by
an itch for extraneous ostentation. At present education encourages
girls to regard it as "vulgar" to wear "imitations" and ladylike
to wear the real article. So the problem of pearl scarcity is essen-
tially one of educational technique. It calls for what Petty called
"a dictionary of sensible words." It would present no insuperable
difficulties if children were brought up to know that the correct
meaning of the adjective vulgar is "of or pertaining to monetary
values."

One objection which will at once be raised is that social psycho-
logy is not yet sufficiently advanced to give us much information
about species needs which He outside the field of biology, or to
show us how to educate tastes. This is self-evident, and what
needs to be done is equally obvious. The correct course is to call